First Presbyterian Church
Salem, Ohio

May 10, 2026 10:30 a.m.
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Worship will be live streamed on
Facebook: First Presbyterian Church of Salem, Ohio,
You Tube: www.youtube / FPCSALEM; and
our website, www.fpcsalem.org.

“We are centered in Christ and powered by love.”


http://www.youtube/
http://www.fpcsalem.org/

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
*Please stand if you are able.

PRELUDE
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship William Moore
Fairest Lord Jesus Chester Kingsbury

Let us silently turn our hearts, minds, and bodies
to the worship of God as the light of Christ and
the joy of Easter are brought forward.

PRELUDE
My Jesus, | Love Thee Adoniram J. Gordon

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please take a moment to sign and pass the Attendance Pad.

*CALLTO WORSHIP
Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of praise be heard!
God has kept us among the living and has not let our feet slip.
We went through fire and through water,
yet God has brought us out to a spacious place.
Come and hear what God has done for us, all who fear God.
Surely God has listened to us and heard our prayers!
Blessed be God, who is steadfast love.

*HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Through God’s promise of making us new, and knowing God’s
steadfast love is trustworthy and true, let us confess our
shortcomings together, seeking the Spirit’s new workings within
us.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)



Loving God, you call us to your merciful, gracious love, freely
given without expectation or strings attached. While we are
eager to experience your mercy and grace in our own lives, we
are quick to make our extension of your mercy and grace
conditional for others, holding court in our own hearts. We
would rather show mercy to those we judge worthy, forgetting
the new commandment to love as you have loved us. We
would rather extend grace to those who will show us grace in
return, missing the trustworthy and true nature of your
boundless forgiveness. Forgive us, Redeeming God, and
transform our hearts with your amazing grace and
unconditional love so that our relationships and your world are
transformed. Amen.

(Moments of Silent Prayer)

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Behold: The former things have passed away,
And God’s grace flows like a river of new life.
Friends, hear the good news:
through the grace of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In Christ we are made new!

*GLORIA PATRI (Unison; Hymn 579)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

SPECIAL MusIC Carillon Ringers
| Heard the Voice of Jesus Arr. Sandra Eithun
(Kingsfold; O Sing a Song of Bethlehem)

Jan Cox, Piano

THE WORD OF GOD AMONG US

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)



Gracious and Loving God, as you once declared, “See, | am
making all things new.” So now, through your Holy Spirit, open
our hearts and minds to your transforming word in Scripture.
Grant us a new vision of the height, depth, and breadth of your
trustworthy and true love, that we may be inspired to live as
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, reflecting the new creation
you have begun in us. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Acts 17:22-31
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said,
“Athenians, | see how extremely spiritual you are in every
way. 23 For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the
objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship
as unknown, this | proclaim to you. 2 The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, > nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From
one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries
of the places where they would live, 2’ so that they would search
for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 22 For ‘In him
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.” 2° “Since we are
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of mortals. 3°While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead.”

This is the Word of the LORD!
Thanks be to God!



ANTHEM The Haviland Choir
A Loving Heart Timothy G. Bushong

Cheryl McDevitt, Flute
Beckenhorst Press Inc., CCL#2595933

A loving heart is kind and patient.

It will not boast or envy be.

It will bear all things without complaint,
for it endures, hopes and believes.

Though | may speak with the sound of angels,
and if | give all that | possess,

without love | am as a sounding gong.

| have no gain but the gift of love.

Love never ends, ever;
flesh gone, and the stars from the heavens,
Love never ends; on and on.

To live in faith is to live in God’s pure light,
and all who hope will not be denied.

But to love is to touch the face of God

and taste of heaven here in this life.

Faith and hope and love abide, these three,
the best of all is a loving heart,
the best of all is a loving heart.

THE GOSPEL READING John 14:15-21
5“1 you love me, you will keep my commandments. ¢ And | will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. ¥ This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. *&“I will
not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. ¥’ In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because |
live, you also will live. 220n that day you will know that | am in



my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2 They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love
them and reveal myself to them.”

This is the Gospel of the LORD.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: “We are Left Alone” Rev. Annie Parker

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD IN OUR LIVES

*HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
(“A New Creed”, The United Church of Canada, 1968)

CALL TO OFFERING / OFFERTORY
| Have Decided to Follow Jesus Arr. Fred Bock

*RESPONSE HYMN 592 (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
O God, we rejoice in Your steadfast love. As our Creator, You
feed from the earth; as our Savior, You redeem us from sin and



death; and, as our Advocate, You breathe into us eternal life.
We present our offerings as outward signs of our thanksgiving,
and we dedicate them to serving You in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND SUPPLICATION/LORD’S PRAYER (sins)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WE ENTER THE WORLD AS GOD’S PEOPLE

*HymN 440 In Christ There is No East or West

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE (Hymn 118) The Day of Resurrection
Now let the heavens be joyful,
Let earth the song begin,
Let the round world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord is risen,
Our joy that hath no end.

Please remain standing as the Light of Christ
is carried into the world.

POSTLUDE
A Mighty Fortress is Our God Martin Luther



All ladies worshiping with us today are invited to take home and
enjoy a delicious Scone in celebration of Mother’s Day. A big “Thank
YOU” to Gen and Judson Smith of the Brimfield Bread Oven for
preparing this delicious treat! ~ Congregational Care Committee

Head Ushers: Wanda Navoyosky, Sandy Quinn
Liturgist: Noelle Lathom
Light-Bearer: Joseph Seefeldt

Bulletins have been given anonymously thanking Phyllis Garlock for
her dedication and hard work.

Flowers have been given by Paul and Barb Fennema in memory of
Norma Emily Jason Woods and Edna Mae Kent Fennema; by Nancy
Crum in memory of loved ones; and by Bob and Sharon Bortz in honor
of the birthday of Bob’s sister, Margaret Hayward.

Geraniums — Order plants today in Fellowship Hall at cost of $6.00 for
a 4-inch pot. You can also order through the Church Office during the
week, 330-337-9555 / phyllis@fpcsalem.org. Plants not taken by
donors on Pentecost Sunday, May 24 will be planted on church
grounds.

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans — Sunday, May 17

Part of the 10:30 service will include a roll call of clans. So, if you or
your family has Scottish lineage, please contact Phyllis at 330-337-
9555, or phyllis@fpcsalem.org with the clan name, so the names can
be listed and recognized. We intend to recognize all members as
Children of God, celebrating everyone’s heritage. ~ Worship
Committee

Limited Deacon Scholarship Funds are available for students from
our church who are enrolled in College or University and who have
not previously received Deacon assistance. Scholarship
Applications are available in the Church Office and can also be sent
out via e-mail. Please return Applications to the Church Office by
Tuesday, June 30.



mailto:phyllis@fpcsalem.org

Compassion Has No Bounds
JEWAN RAKSHA KENDRA (LIFE SAVING CENTER)

Sita’s Story:

Sita lives in a remote village in Far Western Nepal. She became
pregnant as a teenager, her lack of protein and health knowledge put
her baby’s life at risk. Now because of Jeewan Raksha Kendra, her
family now uses better seeds to grow more potatoes, providing more
food and extra income. A new greenhouse in her village ensures they
have fresh vegetables all year long. Soon, her child will eat healthy
meals and eggs at school to stay strong and focused in class. This will
help Sita’s child to learn better in school, her family to have a better
income, and for her children to have a brighter future.

The Problem:
In Sudurpashchim Nepal, the statistics tell a devastating story. The
region currently records the highest child mortality rates in Nepal:

In Dadeldhura and Baitadi, inadequate nutrition and low crop yields
lead to chronic hunger, creating barriers to children's growth and
development. Geographic isolation with a nearby clinic, often being a
several-hour trek, as well as low maternal literacy and adolescent
pregnancy can result in illness and death of infants and young
children.

How You Can Help:

Your support allows them to expand their greenhouse initiatives,
provide more protein-rich meals, and reach the most isolated families
in Far Western Nepal. This is your opportunity to share God’s love with
a broken world! Make checks out to First Presbyterian Church and
write ‘Nepal’ on memo line.

"By improving nutrition today, we are securing the
leadership and health of the community tomorrow."

Vision Statement
To glorify God and share the Spirit and love of Christ
with our community and the world.



Monday, May 11
6:30 2003 Family Troop (Basement)

Tuesday, May 12
9:30 Holy Yoga (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, May 13
7:00 Haviland Choir (S)
7:00 Finance and Administration Committee via Zoom

Thursday, May 14
9:30 Holy Yoga (Fellowship Hall)
5:30 Preschool Board of Trustees (Library)

Sunday, May 17 — Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans

9:00 Church School for Pre-K to 12% Grade / Adults (Library)
10:00 Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall) — Congregational Care
Choir Reception during Coffee Hour and after Worship
10:30 Service of Worship (S)

Monday, May 18
6:30 2003 Family Troop (Basement)

Tuesday, May 19
9:30 Holy Yoga (Fellowship Hall)
5:00-7:00 “Pop Into Preschool” Open House

Pastor....cccueeeieeeee e Rev. Annie Parker, 330-720-5884

pastorannie@fpcsalem.org
Clerk of Session......cccceevvennnnnee. Barbara Loudon, bloudon@neo.rr.com
Director of MUSIC........eveeeeeeenns John Krauss, wjohnkrauss@gmail.com
Dir. Handbells/Youth Choirs........ Cheryl McDevitt, chermcd@aol.com
Organist .....ueeeeeeeeeecciiieeee e, Jan Cox, Jansaleml1@yahoo.com
Audio/Video.....ccccceevveeereeennenn. Tylor Bricker, Bob and Susan Merry
Administrative Secretary........... Phyllis Garlock, phyllis@fpcsalem.org
Financial Assistant ......cccceeevvvvevvennnne. Mary Banar, office@fpcsalem.org

Custodian ......ccceeeeeeeeennns Ed Tonkinson, mtonkinson@sbcglobal.net
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